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ANTHROPOLOGY.' 

Dr. Rau's Prehistoric Fishing. — No. 539 of the Smithsonian 
Contributions to Knowledge, is entitled " Prehistoric Fishing in 
Europe and North America." By Charles Rau. Washington : 
Published by the Smithsonian Institution. 342 p., 405 ills., 4to. 
This is an attempt at constructive anthropology. The author has 
sedulously examined archaeological literature for accounts and 
illustrations of discoveries bearing on the fisherman's art. Placing 
these objects side by side with similar modern forms whose uses 
are known, the author has been able successfully to bring before 
us in his true attitudes the ancient artisans of the class under con- 
sideration. Access to the immense collections of the National 
Museum, and familiarity with the staff of the United States Fish 
Commission during many years, as well as the cooperation of 
archaeologists at home and abroad, have strengthened Dr. Rau 
for his work and enabled him to prepare a monograph upon pre- 
historic fishing which will remain the standard authority upon 
that subject. 

The volume is divided into two parts, that relating to Europe, 
112 pages, and that relating to America, 224 pages. In the ac- 
count of European fishery the chronological order is followed. 
Discarding the Tertiary, Dr. Rau discusses the implements of the 
drift, caves and rock-shelters, shell-deposits, lake-dwellings and 
bronze age which may have been associated with fishing. In the 
account of American fishing a different plan is pursued, each 
genus or species of apparatus related to fishing receiving atten- 
tion in the following order : Fishing implements, utensils, boats 
and appurtenances, prehistoric structures connected with fishing, 
representations of fishes, aquatic mammals, etc., artificial shell- 
deposits. This portion closes with a large number of extracts 
from the old writers upon aboriginal fishing in North America, and 
an appendix on prehistoric fishing in South America. 

There are many classific concepts according to which the 
anthropological objects in a museum may be arranged and their 
significance discussed, and each one of these is of great im- 
portance. Principal among them are race, nation, material, 
geographic distribution, chronology, evolution, structure and 
craft or function. These concepts are not antagonistic, but 
mutually supplementary, the only question in the curator's mind 
being which of them to place first, and in what order the others 
shall be placed. In the archaeological department of the National 
Museum Dr. Rau places the concept structure at the head of the 
list. By all odds this is the best for archaeological materials, be- 
cause it not only enables the curator to have a sure place for 
every object, but it enables him or the student visitor to take up 
each craft exhaustively. There is no doubt that the immense 

1 Edited by Prof. Otis T. Mason, National Museum, Washington, D. C. 
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treasures under Dr. Rau's charge will enable him, now that the 
material is arranged, to give many more contributions as inter- 
esting as " Prehistoric Fishing." 

A New Cranial Race Character. — Dr. Lissauer, of Dantzig> 
has recently published an important work with the following title \ 
Untersnchungen uber die sagittale Krummung des Schadels be 1 
den Anthropoiden und den verschiedenen Menschenrassen. Von 
Dr. Lissauer in Dantzig. Mit sieben lithographirten Tafeln. 
Separat-Abdruck aus dem " Archiv fur Anthropologic" xv 
Band, Supplement. Braunschweig, 1885. pp.112. 

The author of this treatise introduces his subject with these 
words : " By sawing a skull through the sagittal median plane, 
and drawing, as exactly as possible, the outer contour of the sec- 
tion thus obtained, we get the sagittal aspect ,of the skull, the 
norma sagittalis. It presents a very irregular curve." * * * 
" A careful study of this curve in the different skull-forms of an- 
thropoids and man will therefore be the object of this treatise." 

Although, for the purpose of definition, the author speaks of 
sawing the skulls, in practice he does not consider it necessary ; 
but describes an ingenious apparatus by means of which the 
sagittal curve may be traced without injury to the skull. Hjs 
promise of a " careful study " has been well fulfilled. Every point 
of importance seems to have been thoroughly considered and 
clearly set forth. Dr. Lissauer has been obliged to invent a num- 
ber of new terms, and as these will, no doubt, take a permanent 
place in the nomenclature of craniometry, it is fortunate that they 
are terms well devised. — W. Matthews. 

Ethnology of Ancient Italy. — The ethnology and history 
of the populations of ancient Italy present problems of high in- 
terest, but these are just as perplexing through their intricacy as 
they are insolvable through the remoteness of the periods. Re- 
cent archaeological finds- have added new problems, but on the 
other hand have helped in clearing up doubtful points. Dr. 
Fligier, in his " Urzeit von Hellas und Italien," 1 has given 
very strong reasons for supposing that the Japygians and 
Ausonians, as well as other aborigines of Middle Italy who 
passed for Pelasgians among the Romans, were, in fact, of the 
same race and stock as the Ulyrians of antiquity and of the 
Pelasgians of Greece, and that a remnant of these and their 
language has survived up to our period in the Albanians or 
Shkipetars. Every year presents us with new researches on the 
subject. Some of these mainly rest upon the testimony of the 
ancient authors, which are often conflicting and in many cases 
legendary and absurd, while others try to combine all the dates 
afforded by archaeology, history, ethnology and linguistic science, 
to reach trustworthy results. This was the method followed by 

1 Archiv fur Anthropologic, Band 13, Heft 4 (Braunschweig, 1881). 
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Dr. Fligier and by Baron Charles von Czcernig, a high functionary 
of the Austrian government, who in a recent octavo volume of 
311 pages has published his researches upon Upper Italian nations 
of ancient, mediaeval and modern times. The people of the 
Euganeans, whose name is preserved in the territorial names of 
Valsugana (Vallis Euganea) and Palugana, the author considers 
to have been Raeto-Etruskans, though he treats of them sepa- 
rately! In the momentous question, whether the Etruskans 
spoke an Aryan or a non-Aryan language, he prefers to await 
developments than to give a definite opinion, but considers the 
Rseti as a people originally identical with the Etruskans. They 
remained in the Alpine mountains, while the latter moved south 
into the plains of the Po river and settled there after subjugating 
the aboriginal people called Umbri. The Venetians, or Henetoi, 
a comparatively pure-blooded race, seem to have been Thracians, 
and the ancient authors almost unanimously proclaim their 
descent from Paphlagonia. The Celtic origin of some local names 
is distinctly traceable, on the western part of the Lombardic 
plain especially (p. 219). The sketchy biographies given of 
mediaeval princes in Lombardy are very spicy bits of reading, 
and give us very graphic ideas of the arbitrary and cruel des- 
potism in those dark ages. A short apercu of the country's con- 
dition during the Napoleonic and recent period, mainly based on 
statistics, concludes the volume. — Alb. S. Gatschet. 

Geographical Names in Mexico. — Antonio Penafeil, super- 
intendent of the department of statistics in the Mexican Republic, 
has published in Mexico an alphabetical catalogue of the places 
in Mexico whose names are related to the Nahuatl language. In 
the catalogue of municipalities are many names so mutilated in 
orthography that it is difficult'to recognize their origin and signifi- 
cation. Signor Penafeil has undertaken to reconstruct this 
nomenclature, forming an alphabetic index of American names 
of places existing in the latest part of the empire of Montezuma 
II, drawing his information from historic documents and from the 
hieroglyphic writings of the Nahuas, which are rightly considered 
to be the purest fountain of the ancient history of the Mexicans. 
Each word in this quarto volume of 220 pages is accompanied 
with the hieroglyphic symbol of the place, and with its equivalent 
in old and in modern Mexico. 

The Kansas Citv Review.- — This standard periodical, whose 
death was prematurely announced in the Naturalist, has put on 
a new dress and appeared in its ninth volume as number one of a 
new series. The editorial chiefs will be Dr. Theo. S. Case and 
Mr. Warren Watson. It is with sincere pleasure that we recall 
our obituary and give notice of the reorganization of the Review, 
with a shorter title and a brighter face. 



